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This most recent fire on June 7  
occurred when textiles wrapped 
around the cardboard screens 

(presort is in the back right corner). 
MRF staff and equipment were left 
unharmed, but this is a reminder of 
what can happen when prohibitive 
items are put in recycling bins or  

carts. 
 

Keep communicating that all clean, 
dry and odorless textiles can be 

dropped into any clothing bin in RI. 

We wish we had good news, but we don’t. We are baffled by the amount of contamination in the MRF. Last week, there was so 
much from the majority of loads coming into the MRF, that we had to shut down every hour to clean the equipment. We  identified 

and rejected loads that contained rotten food, paint, film, bagged material, wood, yard waste, dirty diapers, e-waste,  
cable, pipe, carpet/rug, scrap metal, tires, and more. Once those loads were cleared, productivity at the MRF increased.  

Although the spring season brings an increase in contamination, this year it seems to be prolonged.  
 

Again, we can’t stress enough that we appreciate efforts in communicating these issues to residents. We couldn't do it without you!  

About 30% of the MRF’s tipping floor and entrance 
ramp will be replaced. There will be: 
 Reduced access to the tipping floor 
 Reduced material storage area 
 A decrease in processing throughput for the             

duration of the 90 day project 
 Longer wait times to access the tipping area 
 

We will do our best to expedite the delivery process 
for all trucks keeping safety a priority at all times.  
 

We appreciate your patience in working with us 
while we conduct this much needed repair project, 
which will benefit all once completed. Reach out to 
Brian Dubis with any questions or concerns.  

Above: the charred  
textiles were removed and 

placed outside 

 
 

 

 

The other issue with increased contamination and subsequent rejecting of 
loads is how much the load is compacted. According to industry standards, 

the preferred compaction of single stream recyclables is at a rate of no 
more than 2.5:1, which means that a 30-yard recycling truck should hold no 

more than 6.5 tons and preferably, 5 tons. Some recent loads have  
exceeded 7 tons, and even some of the 6 ton loads were troublesome.  

 

When a load is overly compacted, the glass gets pulverized, plastics flatten, 
and aluminum and tin cans get crushed together. These compacted 

comingled materials cannot be separated by equipment and must be sorted 
by hand or, more likely, end up as a cross-contaminant. When this happens, 

there’s a strong possibility that the materials end up being trashed.  
 

Compacted cardboard is also very difficult to separate when crushed.  
It is usually light and floats over the cardboard screens easily, but when  

compacted, it acts more like a 3-dimensional container and must be hand 
sorted to recover, which is why we currently have 16 positions where  

cardboard recovery is part of the job function.  
 

Due to an increase in contaminants in all 

loads, random load inspections will increase. 

The employees on the sorting lines are noticing a significant increase in the contamination level in the  

recycling material. Some concerns have been communicated by sorters regarding their health and safety when 

exposed to some of the contaminants that we are receiving. Our unequivocal answer back to the employees is 

that we are working hard to identify problem loads, inspecting them as they are delivered, and rejecting loads  

containing prohibitive and hazardous items that could cause harm to those working at the MRF. 
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